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PREFACE. 


昌 


The colleetions of hymns published in conneetion with Baptist mission-work in Japan have not 
been few. Not to mention such as were undated。 or such as were designed fo specific DurDoSe8, AS 
eommanion-serviece, country-work, ete., we fd at least three that deserve notice. The first appeared imn 
a Ser の 7'e 77027 published in 187 ま 。 t contaims, besite other matter, tyenty-seven hymns. The entire 
pbook except the cover is printed in 27 の - ん gd nuterlined with Roman letters. The Second is a hymn-book 
bearingthedateof1876. As Wenow find 誠 , it contains one hundred and thirtY-eight hYmns, of which the 
錠 'st seventy-six are in Roman letters, and the remaindtey im 727 の -770・ The former are set to forty-three 
tnnes printed in so7-7Z According to a system explaimed jn the preface. This book, hike its suceessors, 
eomtains also the Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments, a Chureh Covenant、 and a Confession of Faith. 
Pie last book of the three was published in 1886, not 1ong after Dr. Brown's death. Tt contains 
thee hnndred and thirty-seven hymns, and has many excellent features. 1t is, however。 espeecially 
nnsatisfactory in tyo particulars. hn the first plaee, it has no tunes, ヾ jile the tumes called for by some 
of its hymns are not found in any of ouy hymn-books. Tn the second plaee、it borrowed so 1argely froni 
the Wethodist hymnal that it seems unfair、without explanation, to callit a Baptist book. Dr. Brown's 
sterling integity and his ntense hatred of every false pretension are guarantee that hadt he hved to 
revise his work, he would have given honor to whom honor was due. The undersigned, upon Whom fell 
the task of completing what he had left nnfinished、did not know, till 1ong after the book had been 
published, to how great an extent it owed its ample proportions to the generosity of that leading spirit of 
Methodist hyYmn-writing in Japan 一 Rev. リ . C. Davison. It has ever since been a matter of deep regret 
that proper acknowledgment had not been made in the preface. 

In the present volume Dr. Brown's own hymns are retained nnchanged. 耳 Ymns prepared expressly 
fo our previous books、 or reprinted from them by the consent of their respective Writers,or coming down 
to ns from unknown writers and earhest days,、as well as the new hyYmns and new translations which 
form the bulk of this book, have been submitted to the citieism and correction of eminent native hymn- 
writers, espeeiallY of WIr. Okuno, who has also translated for it a number of its hymns. The following 
hymns, and in most cases then aceompanying tunes,are inserted by the kd permission ofthose who 
are Yespectively entitled to speak on behaf of the books from which they have been borrowed, Yig : 一 from 
the SAz772se74 So7702o、 Nos. 55, 60, 63,.71. 74, 86, 97, 220. 284,。 293 and 838 : and from the 7e7797s 
互 972067。 Nos. 93, 126, 139。170, 186,」210, 215、234, 247, 282, 287, and 295. Three or four hymns, 
gent in for imsertion jn this book by Japanese friends who did not themselves write them, may have 
appeared in some other book but are not supposed to have dtone so. 

The tanes, except the above-mentioned, an such as are found in thei present form in other Baptist 
hymn-books, have、almost without exeeption,、beeni comjyosed or transposed, reharmonized or otherwise 
adapted espeenally for this book. 

TFThe references given in connection with hymn-eaptioms aye designed to indieate passages of Scripture 
applicable to the hymns, rather than to their captions. 

This book is the outeome of the appointnent of a Hymn-Book Committee by the Baptist Conferemcee 
which met i) Yokohama in June 1S89. Reyv. 民 . A. Thomson was Chairman of that Committee, and as 
suclh worked vigorously ntil his retayn home on a frlouyh. Rev.T. P. Poate and Miss N. 也 . Fife 
were also members until leavimg Japan for a longer oy shorter period. Mrs. Ellen Sharland became a 
member later, and before her removal by death had spent mach time and pains upon the tunes. The 
Committee as it now stands shows none of the oiginal names. Tt consists of Wiss Whitman, Miss MTead, 
Ws. Parshley, Irs. Bennett, and the undersigned. They have been e 地 ciently aided by other missionaries 
and by alaree number of Japanese brethren andl sisters, but the enumeration of their names would make 
too long a hst to justify its insertion here. Among writers of oigimnal hymns, however, must be mentioned 
the names of Revs. 華 . Kawakatsu、 下 . Suzuki and ド . Toiyama, Messrs. 民 . Nakagawa, S. Tkedla,。 で. 
_ iabe, S. Kushiro, ML. aa, D. Fimoto, T. Takai、 H. tizuka and Miss Kawai. 
1n aeeordance with arnule earlYy adopted by the Committee, numeyical preponderance has been given 
to hymns setting forth some ofthe fandamental tenets of evangelical faith. Nothing has been lost by 
doing so. On earth, asin heaven、the sweetest and grandest songs are those which glow with redemption's 
story, for in this world, as in that、the best mnsie of the narp owes its life to the cross. ay God bless 
this book, and giYe it some humble place in hastening that day when Japan shall ring with its hosannas 


to the Chist, for “from the rising of the sun nnto the going down of the same the Lord's name is to be 
回 ルル / 
PTaieed. 


On behalf of the Committee, 


Yokohama, Deeember. 1896. ALBERT ARNOLD BENNETT. 
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